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Welcome back!

As many of you know, Caring For Our Watersheds (CFW) is a wonderful program that
fits seamlessly into your STEAM or PBL classroom. CFW empowers students to
identify and fix environmental issues in their community all while getting the chance
to win prize money for themselves and their school.

If you know a gth-12th grader in Ohio, they are eligible to participate. We would like
to grow the Ohio contest into the best CFW contest in the world, but we have a ways
to go. Please pass this along to any student or teacher you think might be interested.

As always, Katie, and I are available to come into your classroom (in-person or

virtually) to present all about Caring For Our Watersheds and get you and your
students excited about making a positive environmental impact in your community.

A great opportunity for STEAM and PBL!

"Caring For Our Watersheds is not only book work, not only science, it is
personal development, it is public speaking, it is [students] mentoring each
other. It has grown.. into an all encompassing learning experience." ~T. Burge
(Loveland HS)

Below are a couple of the students' implemented projects from last year. Every
implemented project is a student's idea come to fruition. These projects are all
student-led and receive funding and mentorship from Caring For Our Watersheds.



https://caringforourwatersheds.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEXY61Yw0ok&t=8s
https://www.nutrien.com/
https://education.hcswcd.org/cfw.html
https://nutrientsforlife.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=8e84108e-ac9b-41eb-8259-3570f317b0a5

David and Madeline from
Wyoming HS observed a decline
in the safety and health of the local
mallard and wood duck
population. They noted that
habitat degradation from
unpredictable floods, nest
disruption, and traffic posed
challenges for the ducks in finding
safe nesting sites to raise their
ducklings without interruption.

Madeline and David created seven
Quack houses for their local
community. Each box displayed a
QR code linking to the group’s
website, detailing what a Quack
House is, why ducks are essential
to watershed health and
biodiversity, and how to
implement duck-friendly practices
in daily life, including how to
make a Quack House and predator
guard.

David and Madeline installed
seven duck boxes that the local
ducks will use as safe and secure
shelters for their nesting season.

Skylar from Spencer Center
addressed indoor air quality by
distributing air purifying plants
throughout her school and
educating people about the harms
of VOCs to our atmosphere.

The problem that Skylar faced is
indoor air pollution which caused
classrooms in her building to
become stinky and dirty. To
combat this, people would use air
fresheners, cleaners, and
perfumes to make it smell better.
Those products contain harmful
VOC chemicals that go into our
atmosphere and create ground
level ozone, or smog.

Skylar purchased 32 air purifying
plants (spider plants, snake plants,
and pothos) and placed them
through her school. She also
distributed flyers all around the
school to educate people about the
harms of VOCs and how plants
help purify the air. Through this,
650 staff and student were
positively affected.
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Click here to see many more completed projects

The Contest Details

The Caring For Our Watersheds (CFW) program empowers students to imagine,
develop and create solutions to problems in their local watersheds. CFW is both an
environmental proposal contest and a project funding opportunity for high school



https://caringforourwatersheds.com/student-actions/

students and fits in perfectly with your STEAM or PBL curricula.

Students are asked to identify an environmental concern in their local community and
write a 1,000 word proposal about how they would fix the problem. Proposals are due
December 19, 2025, and will be reviewed by a panel of judges to narrow down to a
top 10. These students will then receive money (up to $1,000) and mentorship to
implement their idea. After implementation, students will come to the final event to
present their solutions to a panel of judges and win cash prizes. Schools also win
matching money.

Click above to watch a video on what Caring For Our Watersheds is about.

Let us help you get started!

Schedule a free (virtual or in-person) classroom
presentation on CFW information today.
Contact:

Gwen Z Roth, Ohio Program Coordinator
gwen.roth@hamilton-co.org
513.946.8022

or

Katie Nainiger, Ohio Regional Representative
knainiger @nutrientsforlife.org
440.850.1285
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Answer the question:

What can you do to improve your watershed?

r r ™)
Identify the Problem ‘What'’s your Solution?
* Research your watershed * Come up with one realistic selution
. ol and identify an environmental Brcolai g :
- * Explain your idea in approximately
& bt 1000 words through an online grant
* Work in a group of up to 4 students style application (include visuals)
- * Solutions are judged on innovation
r©: ™ and adaptahility, impact potential,
» L] research and writing, budget, visuals,
Submlt 0]1!.1]1& realistic solution, environmental
Proposal Deadline: literacy, and connection to the
December 20, 2024 Sustainable Development Goals (SD4Gs)
* Every student gets a gift *
* Judges select 10 finalists
L o . >
- N 7 5
Finalists Competition SIO,ﬂﬂﬂ
*» Community mentor provided Implementation Funding
+ § minute presentation All realistic entries are eligible.
» Chance 1o win $1,000 for yourself If you want to take action,
and $1,000 for your school/club we can help make it happen!
L 7’ .

Free watershed presentations, mentorship and funding is available.

Proposal guidelines can be found at CaringForOurWatersheds.com

Dates to Remember:

Contest Deadline: Friday, December 19, 2025
Final Competition: Saturday, April 25, 2026

CO LLECT Schools receive $100 for every 10 entries

(awarded up to the first 500 entries)




$100
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513.946.8020 | gwen.roth@hamilton-co.org
https://education.hcswed.org/cfw.html
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